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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


pep CocHRANE and the Hon. Cocurane 


Next cy E 
mp of | sTONE.--—-Few persons have been 
nthe ne | 
cca, Ais e treated, upon any occasion, than the 
le: Cad Jemen whose names stand as a title to 
a article, have been treated by the Lon- 

4 ci x . ss 
sw» Chigka prints and their prompters upon occa- 


of the recent Aoax on the Stock Ex- 


of Prussia, , 
pre. ——-The nature of the hoax, its | 


ler to trex 


of arms,” . 

er part ¢ iled in the public prints, I shall mere- 

F this ial tate the substance of the charge pre- 

thee ook d against Lord Cochrane and his 
wee 





le, A trick having been play- 
off, through the means of a pretended 
er arriving from France with news 
the death of Napoleon, and of the. 
ting of the Bourbon cockade at Paris, a | 
len rise Was produced in the price of the | 
s. The hoax was soon discovered, | 
, it was asserted, that the pretended of- | 
r went to the house of Lord Cochrane, 


Y are said 
War Coiwg 

have ar- 
1 nothing 
paper of 
—** The 
‘ters, Te 
> that the 





P ? 

rer re, it was said, and said im print, that | 
eh art of his dress was found by a Bow- 
‘apolea bel officer, though it is not stated upon | 
Gnd the at authority, or in virtue of what law, | 
saatsll t Bow-street officer either searched for, 
hee hal took away, that article of dress. In | 


meanwhile, the news-papers teemed | 
th insinuations against his Lordship, his | 
cle, the Hon. Cochrane Johnstone, and | 
r. Butt, said to be their agents in a grand 
ieme of speculation audyimposition, I | 
i! not quote the partienlar instances, 


sent W 


—— 


nded 2 ich will, probably, become the cause of 
di re serious inquiry ; but, I cannot help 
oot erving, that, from the beginning to the 
: il hd, there appeared to be, in these publi- 
a to ‘ions, as malicious a spirit as I ever saw 
aaa work in my life, ——Very busily engaged 
in hsome important private concerns in the 
Indes untry, I was not able, last week, to pay 
lice nt attention to this matter, which the | 
th he batter itself merited, and which my heart | 
casi 5 well as my mind would have disposed | 
| he to give it. But, I shall now, with the | 
uthentic decuments before me, offer to wy | 
taders those reasons which have led me to | 
— € conclusion, first, that the gentlemen ac- | 
used have been falsely accused in the pub- | | 
¢ prints: and, secondly, that, if they had | 
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pry, aud its effects, having been fully | 
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| really been the contrivers of the hoax, and 
‘had actually profited from iis success, they 


| would not have been chargeable with the 


| commission of any fraud, or any immoral 


act, if all gambling be not immoyal,—~—I 


have had no communication with either my 


Lord Cochrane or his Uncle, except that 
the latter, in a short note, received ogSun- 
day, desired me to suspend my judgment, 
until the Report of the Exchange Commit- 
tee should come out. I wanted no such re- 
quest; for I did not care what the Report 
might be; my only fear really being, that 
he had not won the sum of money, which 
the news-papers told me he had won,— 
However, we will first take the Documents 
in their regular order: 1. The Report of 
the Committee of the Stock Exchange; 2. 
The Minutes of the Evidence on which that 
Report was founded; 3. The Affidavit of 
Lord Cochrane; 4. A Letter of Mr. Coch- 


‘rane Johnstone; 5. A Letter of Mr. Butt. 





When the reader has gone patiently 
through these, I shall otfer him my remarks 
upon the subject, which will, in part, arise 


/out of the malignant efforts, which some 
of the public prints are still making agaiust 


the characters of the gentlemen accused. I 
perceive, and I perceive it with regret, that 
Mr. Cochrane Johnstone and Mr, Butt talk 
of legal proseculion of those who have made 
the publications in question. I am sure 
that they could not succeed in such a pursuit 
against the Stock Exchange Committee, who 
accuse thein of nothing fraudulent, or cri- 


‘minal, other than the sort of immorality, 
if there be any, attached to gambling ; and, 


as to the vipers of the press, who think 


that they ought to have al/ the loose money 


in the kingdom, they are too low for notice 
ina court of justicg.——Here follow the 


documents :— 
Report of the Sub-Committee of the Stock 


Exchange, relative to the late fraud,— 
Commiltee-room, March 7. 


The Sub-Committee of the Stock Ex- 
change, appointed to inquire into the cir- 


' cumstances relative to the late fraud on the 


yublic, have unanimously agreed upon the 


following 
M 
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REPORT. 

Tt appears in evidence, from the exami- 
nation of various parties, and is already 
well known tothe public, that a person, 
representing himself to be Colonel R. Du 
Bourgh, Aide-de Camp to Lord Cathcart, 
came to the Ship Inn, at Dover, about one 
o’clock, on the morning of the 21st of Fe- 
bruary. He stated, that he had just ar- 
rived from the coast of France; that he 
brought the intelligence that Bonaparte had 
been slain in battle; that the Allied Armies 
were in Paris: and that peace was certain. 
He immediately ordered a post-chaise and 
four to be got ready; and after having dis- 
patched a letter to Admiral Foley, at Deal, 
communicating to him the above informa- 
tion, with a view to its being forwarded to 
Government by the telegraph, set off with 
all expedition to London. This pretended 
messenger has been traced all the way to 
town, and it appears, that, about a quarter 
before nine o'clock, he arrived at Marsh- 
gate, Lambeth, where he alighted, and got 
into ahackney-coach, in which he was taken 
to No. 13, Green-street, Grosvenor-square. 
——It likewise appears in evidence, from 
the examination of various persons, that 
(whilst this grand plot was carrying on 
from Dover to London), a sort of under- plot 
was also carrying on from North Fleet to 
London. For, on the same morning, a per- 
son of the name of Ralph Sandom, who had 
absented himself from the Rules of the 
King’s Bench, set off from North Fleet, in 
company with two other persons dressed as 
foreigners, in a post-chaise to Dartford. 
When they arrived there, they got into a 
post-chaise and four for London. They 
decked the horses with laurel, and direct- 
ing the post-boys to drive over London 
Bridge, and through the City, they circu- 
lated on their way the same news as the 
pretended Du Bourgh at Dover. This 
chaise passed over Blackfriars-bridge, and 
stopped also within a short distance of the 
Marsh-gate. The Sub-Committee, for 
various reasons which it is unnecessary here 
to allude to, refrain from making any ob- 
servations on the evidence which they have 
obtained relative to this subject. They 
therefore. communicate it without a single 
comment, Their only object has been to 
endeavour to find out the principal agents 
in this disgraceful and dishonourable trans- 
action; and they are happy to state, that 
there is every reason to hope that the chain 
of evidence which they have been enabled 
to obtain, will finally lead to a full disco- 
very of the offendi:.g parties; at the same | 





time they have the satisfaction of beinz .), 
to declare, that it does not appear thar ; 
Member of the Stock Exchange has be, 
implicated in the knowledge or partic, 
tion of a measure which would have jney, 
tably rendered him liable to expulsion {n, 
the House. ——lIt is unnecessary here, 
state the time and attention which the §,), 
Committee have devoted to the invesii,, 
tion of this subject. They cannot, yy. 
ever, refrain from noticing the great dig, 
culties and delay which they have ex. 
rienced in obtaining information on thop 
points, which would have enabled them, 
have brought their labours toa more speed, 
and complete issue. For though they }ay 
had every means of assistance, voluntarij 
rendered tothem by His Majesty’s Gover. 
ment and by the Bank of England, in tho 
cases where it was very essential and desi. 
able, yet having no legal power to com 
the attendance of persons whose evicex: 
would have been of the greatest importance, 
they have been obliged to resort to a moe 
indirect mode of procuring the inforwatin 
on which their report is founded.——A,. 
though the Sub-Committee, in thus pre 
senting the result of their labours, may i 
considered as virtually dissolved, yet ther 
beg leave to state, that they are ready aud 
willing to continue their exertions, as lou 
as they may be considered necessary. Thy 
are in possession of still further informatio 
on the subject, which it is considered pr 
per not to disclose at present, and whic 
they hope and expect will eventually crows 
their efforts with complete success. 


Cuarves Laurence, Chairman. 
CuArres Nairne, Deputy Chairma, 
BenjJAMIN OAKLEY. 

Lewis ANDREW DE LA CHAUMETTE: 
Curtstormer Terry. 

Francis WAKEFIELD, 

Francis BAiLey. 

Joun Lewis. 

Joun Carer, 

Wititiam Hammonp. 


Minutes of Evidence. 
Thomas Shilling stated, that he is a pos 
boy at the Marquis of Granby Inn, at Dar’ 
ford—that he took up a person about hi! 


past seven o’clock on Monday mornitf; 
February the 21st; that he drove tle 
wheel horses; that when the geritleman £0 
into the chaise, the waiter asked hii i! 
knew of any news, towhich he replied tht 
“it was all over;’? that’ when the wail 
asked him what he meant by its being all 
over, he said that Bonaparte was torn in 
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if being.) ie p 

Car ths ] 4 - . 

e ha 1 ‘ sand pieces, and that the Cossacks 
a ht fora share of him; that, at the same 


C partic) . ° . alt 
Parting he said this, he was in the chaise; 


ies he ordered the post-boys to drive fast, 
ty here» P that they accordingly did drive very 
sh the ¢ forthe first three miles; but when they 
e inverse: to Bexley-heath, he told them they 
shit ha He not drive so fast ; that he said his bu- 

sae ss was not so particular now, since he 


Creat dif. 
have EXD 
DON thoy 
ed them y 
Ore speedy 
they hay 
VOltuntarile 


cht the telegraphs could work,  Shil- 
“replied, that he was sure they could 
as he knew all the telegraphs; that the 
Jeman then looked out of the chaise- 
ow and said, ** Post-boy! you need 
mention the news as you go along;” to 
h Shilling replied, ** 1 shall not, Sir, 


: Coven. ss you desire it;’’ and at the same time 
in thog dhim what the news was. ‘The gen- 
and desi an then told him exactly what he had 
to compel >i to the waiter, with these additional 


c\ idence 
portance, 


bunstances, that he came ashore within 
miles of Dover, the Frenchmen being 


lo a more Mid to come nearer: that he came from 
forwatin M ylace where he landed to the Ship [nn 
some Dover, and left it at two o’clock in the 
Hus pre. ning; thathe had sent the intelligence 
| May be he Port-Admiral at Deal, in order that 


yet ther 
eady and 
» as long 
ye They 
ormation 
red pro 
d which 


ly crown 


telegraph might be worked, and that he 
obliged todo so. The gentlewan then 
fo more to the post-boys till they got 
Shooter's: Hill, when they dismounted 
walked by the side of the horses. He 
e them out of the chaise part of a bottle 
vine and some biscuit, and said to Shil- 


Bekney-cuach.”’ 
Bt hackney-coach stand was at the Brick 


an, 
airman, er’s-Arms. He replied, ** 1 shall not 
out there; that won’t do; and asked if 
SETTE, Mere was not a coach-stand in Lambeth- 
id, and desired him to drive on to that 
e, as the chaise would go faster than a 
ch. Attbe same time the Gentleman 
‘Shilling, that he need not mention any 
if 4S he went on, but that on returning 
might mention it to whom he pleased. 
hen they came to the Stags at Lambeth, 
re was no coach there. The Gentleman 
a posts ndrew up the side-blind of the chaise 
} Dart- ihe corner where he sat), as if to hide 
ul hall sell, and the post-boys drove on to 
rene ish-gate. They stopped at the side ofa 
ye the kney-coach standing there, and on the 
an go iise-door and coach door being opened, 
) if he Geu'leman got into the coach and drove 
dd that - aller having given a gold Napoleon to 
waiter h of the drivers. Shilling’ asked the 
ng all terman where the Gentleman ordered the 
y int ichinan to drive, and he replied ‘* to 


sVenor-square.”’ Shilling described the 





r * Post-boy! I think I shall take a | 
Shilling told him the , 
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Gentleman as having a large red nose, large 
whiskers, face rather blotched, and that 
when he spoke his eyes seemed to catch; 
he thinks him about the height of Sayer, 
the Police-officer, but not quite so tall or so 
lusty: he had a brown surtout, and a red 
coat under it; a brown fur cap, with some- 
thing like silver lace onit. He had alsoa 
sword and a small portmanteau, which 
were laid on the seat of the chaise. He 
paid for the chaise at Durtlord, and order- 
ed it to drive to Downing-street. Shilling 
says he has no doubt but that he should 
know him again. 

Wiliam Crane stated, that he is the 
driver of the hackney-coach, No. 890; that 
he took up on Moaday, February 21, at 
about forty minutes past cight o'clock in the 
morning, at the Marsh-gate. a Genuleman 
who had just alighted from a Dartlord 
chaise and four; that he was directed to 
drive to No. 13, Green-street, Grosvenor- 
square, where the Gentleman alighted, und 
knocking at the door, inquired fur Colonel 
or Captain —— [the coachiman did not hear 
the name], and was told by the servant that 
he was gone to breakfast in Cumberland- 
street: that on receiving this reply, the 
| Gentleman asked if le could write a note to 
| him, and on being answered in the aflirma- 
itive, he went into the parlour apparently 

for that purpose; thathe took his portinan- 
teau and sword in his hand, and laid them 
down as if familiar with the house; that on 
Crane’s asking him for more money, he 
caine to the parlour door and gave him an- 
other shilling; that Crane then Ieft him in 
the house, and the door being shut, he 
drove away; that he should know the house 
again to which he drove, and also that he 
should know the Gentleman again by his 
speech; that he looked likea foreigner, had 
a cough, and was a red-faced man, about 
the middle size; that he had on a brown 
'great-coat, with a red coat under it, and a 
}fur cap with gold lace; that the servant 
who opened the door was a short man, 
_rather elderly, and dressed in black clothes, 
Sayer, the Folice-officer, stated, that oa 
| Saturday, February the 26th, he went with 
Willian Crane, the hackney-coachinan, to 
Green-street, in order to ideatily the house. 
When they arrived there, he des red the 
coachman to knock at the door, and (uuder 
some pretence) to inguire for the Geatle- 
man whom he had set down there on Mon- 
day. He did so, but was answered from 
the area, that the Gentleman did not live 
there; that Mr. Durand did live there, but 
| that he had jast lef it;—that the family 
M 2 
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now residing there was Lord Cochrane's, 
and that they caine in only on Friday last. 
Sayer asked the coachman if he had any re- 
collection of the servant, he replied, that it 
was not the same footman who opened the 
door on Monday when the Gentleman 
alighted. —— At a subsequent examination, 
Sayer stated, that he had obtained informa- 
tion in the neighbourhood, that Mr. Du- 
rand left No. 13, Green-street, on Wed- 
nesday, February the 16th, and that Lord 
Cochrane came in a day or two afterwards. 
——-Sayer being instructed to obtain the 
most correct information upon this subject, 
stated, at another examination, that he had 
ascertained that Lord Cochrane came into 
the house, No. 13, Green-street, on Thurs- 
day, Feb. 17, but that it is uncertain whe- 
ther Mr. Durand slept there that night or 
not; he likewise stated, that le had ascer- 
tained that Lord Cochrane, his brother, 
and three or four more men, live in the 
house ; that the man-servant had been turn- 
ed off. and another hired; that the servant 
who let in the pretended Du Bourgh is sent 
into the country; that the maid-servant is 
not allowed to be seen or spoken to; that 
the house is Mr. Durand’s, who has let it 


(furnished) to Lord Cochrane; that Mrs. | 


Durand has been seen to wear such a cap as 
the one which the pretended Du Bourgh is 
said to have worn. 


Mr, Laurence (chairman of the com- 
mittee) stated, that he had been to Messrs. 
Bond and Co. bankers, and had ascer- 
tained that the four 1/. Bank-notes which 
the pretended Du Bourgh is said to 
have paid away to the landlord of the 
Ship-inn, Dover, together with another 
1/. note which he had paid away on the 
road, were in their hands between the hours 
of one and two o'clock on Saturday, the 19th 
of February ; on being asked whether they 
could tell to whom they had paid away any 
quantity of 1/. notes after that time on Sa- 
turday, they said they could not without a 
great deal of trouble, but that if Mr. Law- 
rence would mention the name of any per- 
son, they would turn to their account, and 
endeavour to ascertain the fact: he request- 
ed them to see if any cheque of Mr. Fearn’s 
Was paid on that day, wholly or in part, in 
1/. notes; but it did not appear that any of 
his cheques were paid in that way. One 
of his clerks, bowever, stated, that about 
three or four o'clock on that day, Mr. Tho- 
mas Christmas, a clerk to Mr. Fearn, re- 
quested to have fifty 1/. notes in ex 
for four 10/. notes and two 5/, notes, 
were accordingly given to him, 


change 
which 
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Mr. Thomas Christmas stated, that }, 
was a clerk to Mr. Fearn, but could not p. 
collect having exchanged the notes in que. 
tion; he, however, said, that he woul 
not take his oath he did not. After mug 
hesitation and apparent unwillingness, jy 
at length acknowledged that he had «, 
changed the four ten-pound and two fi. 
| pound notes for Mr. Butt, to whom he &. 
_livered the fifty one-pound notes. 

Mr. Glover, from the Bank of England 
investigator of Bank-notes, stated, that ils 
four ten-pound bank notes which had bea 
delivered by Mr. Butt to Thomas Chiriy, 
| mas, in order to get exchanged, were pai 
on February 16, by Messrs. Bond and Cy, 
_in part of the value ef a draft for 751. dravy 
by Mr. Fearn, and payable to Mr. Bux, 
Mr. Joseph Fearn, a stock- broker, states 
that he knew Lord Cochrane, the Honow- 
able A. Cochrane Johnstone, and Mr. B.C. 
Butt; that he had been in the habit d 
| transacting business for each of thei inthe 
| public funds; that on the morning of th 
| 21st of February, he sold for various per 
sons Consols and Omnium to a very larg 
-amount, in the whole about 928,000/. 0 
this sum there were sold for 
Omnium. 
_Lord Cochrane - 139,000/. 
—Hon.A.C.Johnstone 120,000/, 100,000. 
Mr. Butt - - 154,000/. 168,000 
most of which had been purchased in (i 
course of the week preceding; that Mr 
Butt often acts for Lord Cochrane, in as 
instructions to buy and sell stock, and thi 
such bargains are always acknowledged 4 
correct by Lord Cochrane; that Lord Coc 
rane, Mr. C. Johustone, and Mr. but 
were with him by ten o’clock on the mot 
ing of the 2ist of February; that Mi 
Cochrane Johnstone took an office for bia 
in Shorter’s-court, (next door to the Stoo 
Exchange) without his knowledge, and tht! 
he entered it on the morning of the 213° 
February ; that although he sold a gré 
deal of stock on that day, yet (with 
exception of the three names above ¢ 
tioned) he did not sell for any ove pers 
| above 55,0001. ; that Lord Cochrane bous"' 
20,000/. of the omnium above mention® 
on Saturday, Feb. 19, and Mr. Cochra 
Johnstone bought 60,0001. of it on Fricé! 
| Feb. 18; that he thinks Mr. Cochr# 
Johnstone and Mr, Butt acted in concert 
Monday, Feb. 21, although at other i" 
they have occasionally acted different "*" 
in the purchase and sale of stock ; that 
whole of the above business was done 





Consols, 


None. 





the next settling days, and not for mone}: 
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‘Me. Hichens, a stock-broker, was sent 
, but it being understood that he was 

nfined to his bed with a severe fit of ill- 

ss, Mr. Wakeheld, (one of the Sub-com- 
mittee) waited upon him, and learned from 
m, that although he had known Mr. 
ochrane Jolinstone for some years, yet he 
xd not done any business for him in the 
iblic Funds before the present year,—that 
Mout the 8th of February he began to make 
Bowe purchases in Omnium, which had 
Mbcreased to such an extent, that on the 
4th of February it amounted to 565,000/. 
that of this sum 200,000f. was sold on 
ebruary the 16th, and 115,000/. on Fe- 
bruary the 17th,—that the remaining sum 
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50,0001. it was stated by Mr. Cochrane 
Johnstone, that 50,000/. was for a friend 
Mel his, and he consented to be a guarantee 
Mor any loss which might accrue ;—that he 
does not know Lord Cochrane or Mr. Butt. 
i Mr. Smallbone, a stock-broker, stated 
Mhat be bad bought (a few days prior to Fe- 
ruary the 2!st) 40,000/. omnium for Mr. 
oc rane Johnstone and 40,000/. omnium 
. Butt; that both these were sold in 
the morning of Feb. the @ist; that the 
ins were made for the next settling 
aud not for money. 

r. J. M. Richardson, (a bookseller, 


occasionally acting as a stock-broker), 


Consols, 
None, 
00.000, 
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rae: ' that on the afternoon of Saturday, 
ed in te the 19th, Mr. Butt applied to him to 
nat me DP buy 150,002. omnium for the next settling 
“s ry: Oe day. that he had once purchased 20,000/. 
ru - # Pommium for him, and gained $ths per cent. 
Cue eB on the transaction; but that he declined en- 
q ys tering on so large a speculation as the one 
ret now proposed ; that, however, he did pur- 
© M0 BE chase 30,000/. omnium for him as he re- 
oy mi | quested; and that he sold it on the morn- 
a ing of February the 21st. 

es © [From these statements it appears, that 
ro on the afternoon of Saturday, Feb. 19, the 
spel: three parties above-mentioned may be con- 
A pt sidered as having purchased for the next 
a settling days the following sums, viz.-—- 
eee Omnium. Consols. 
gute Lord Cochrane - 139,000/. None. 
rie Hon.A.C.Johnstone410,000/. 100,000/. 
(pus Be Mr. But - - - 224,000/, 168,000/. 
“~ Total - 773,000. 268,0001. 
ort | The whole of which was sold on the 
ome morning of Monday, Feb. 21.] 

ears F, Baldrey stated, that he is a post-boy 
the at the Rose-inn, Dartford; that on Monday, 
» fet February the 2ist, he took up Mr. R. 
ney 


Bf 250.000/, was sold on the morning of 
Meb. the Qist;—that out of this sum of 
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Sandom and two other persons at Dartford, 
in a post-chaise and four; that he was or- 
dered to drive over London. bridge, through 
the city, and over Blackfriars-bridge, down 
the New-cut, towards the Marsh-gate; that 
the men had cocked hats with a white cock- 
ade in each; that the horses were deco- 
raied with laurel; that they came from 
Dartford to London in about an hour and 
an half; that they all three got out about 
two hundred yards from the Marsh-gate, 
where they arrived about twelve o'clock, 
and tying up their cocked hats, walked off 
in round ones; that he knows Sandom very 
well, but does not know the other two; 
that these two others had blue great coats 
on, one of which was laced across ;.that 
one of them is athin man, and the other 
had a roundish face; that he thinks he 
should know one of them again, but is not 
certain of knowing the other. Sandom 
gave the post-boys twelve shillings each, 
but did not settle for the chaise; that he 
had seen Sandem since. 

Mr. Wolfe svated, that on the evening of 
the 2ist of February he was at the Carolina 
Coffee-house, where he saw Sandom, who 
said that he had received an order to bring 
the two persons to town with him; that 
Sandom shewed him the order, which was 
written in French; a gentleman present 
copied it. 

Mr. P. Foxall, master of the Rose-inn, 
Dartford, wrote to the Sub-committee, en- 
closing Mr. Sandom’s order tor the chaise, 
and at the same time mentioning that San- 


dom had not yet called ta pay tor it. 
Mr. Vinn stated, that on Tuesday, Fe- 


bruary the Ld5th, he met by appointment 
at the Curolina Coffee-house, a person 
named Alexander M‘Rae, whom he had 
formerly known; that Mr. M‘Rae pro- 
posed to him a plan similar in every respect 
to that which was adopted on the following 
Monday by the pretended Du Bourgh; that 
if he would personate the Messenger, he 
wouldhave all his expenses paid, and would 
be handsomely rewarded for lis trouble. 
Mr. Vinn, however, considering it to bea 
dishonourable transaction, declined Jiaving 
any thing to do with it, and has since been 
very active in endeavouring to find out 
M‘Rae, but hitherto without any effect: 
M‘Rae is considered as a man in distressed 
circumstances, and as intentionally secret- 
ing himself from the public. 

Mr. Holloway, having requested to at- 
tend the Committee, stated, that although 
he knew Mr. Sandom and Mr. M‘Rae, yet 
he was totally ynacquainted with the plot, 
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which was carried into effect on February 
the 2st; that he certainly. did sell some 
stock on that day, but not so muchas he 
had been in the habit of doing at other 
times, when a rise in the public funds took 


called Lord Cochrane, having been app, 
ed by the Lords Commissiouers of (he i 
iniralty to active service (at the requey 
believe, of Sir Alexander Cochrane} \, 
I had no expectation of being called oq, 
obtained leave of absence to settle my py, 
vate affairs previous to quitting this coy, 
try, and chiefly with a view to lodge ay, 
cilication to a patent relative to a discov 
for increasing the intensity of light, 
That in pursuance of my daily practice, 
superintending work that was executing ( 


lace. | 

Mr. R. Sandom having requested to at- 
tend the GCommitiee, stated that he resided 
at Northfleet ; that about an hour before 
day-light on the morning of February the 
21st. two men, dressed like foreigners, and | 
pretending to have come recently from the ; ) 
coast of France, landed near his house from | me, and knowing that my uncle, Mr, Coc, 
a six-oared galley, and having called him | rane Johnstone, went to the City every wor. 
up, delivered to him a note, purporting to | ing ina coach, Ido Swear, on the morning” 
have been written by a person of the name | the 2istol February, which day wasimpre 
of Partridge, whom he had formerly known | ed on iny mind.by circumstances which alg. 
at Dover, requesting him to take these two | wards occurred, I breakfasted with him g 
persons to London, who had great public , his residence in Cumberland-street, aboy 
news to communicate to Government, but | half past eight o'clock, and I was put dom 
not to suffer them to be at any expense; that by him (and Mr, Butt was in the coach) q 
he accordingly did order a chaise from Dart- | Snow-hill, about ten o’clock. That | 
ford, and they proceeded (in the manner had been about three quarters of an hou Py 
already described) to Mursh-gate, where , Mr. King’s manufactory, at No. 1, Coc 
they alighted; that they then went to West- | lane, when I received a few lines on a smi! 
minster-bridge, and took a boast to White- bit of paper, requesting me to come imme 
hall, and on entering one of the passages diately to my house; the name aflixed, lion 
of that building, the two men took Jeave of being written close to the bottom, | cou 
him, by saying they had no farther occasion not read: the servant told me it was {ion 
for his services: that he has not seen or, an army officer, and concluding that be 
heard of them since; that he has, however, might be an officer from Spain, and thi 
seen Partridge, and finds that the order sent some accident had befallen to my bro‘ ie, 
to hin was a forgery. Mr. Sandom stated, I hastened back, and I found Cajisu t: 
that he had no account in the Stock Ex- renger, who in great seeming unc oi 0s 
change; that he had disclaimed all know- made many apologies for the freedo it 
ledge of any of the parties in the plot, and had used, which nothing but the dis. ¢ 
said that for some time he believed the re- | state of his mind, arising row diac iiss, 
port (which was circulated) .o have been could have induced him to do Al! 
true. prospects he said had failed, aud |i dst 
Lord Cochrane's Affidavit. hope had vanished of obtaming an appow' 

Having obtained Jeave of absence tocome ment in America. He was unplessnt!j 
to town in consequence of scandalous para-  circumstanced on account of a sum whic 
graphs in the public papers; and in con- | he could not pay, and if he could, tut 
sequence of having learnt that hand-bills | others would fall upon him for full svvll. 
had been affixed in the streets in which, I | He had no hope of benefiting his creditors 
have since seen, it is asserted that a per- iu his present situation, or of assisting hu 
gon came to my house, at No. 13,,Green- | self. That if I would take him with we, 
street, on the twenty-first day of February, he would immediately go on board aud ex- 
in open day, and in the dress in which he | ercise the Sharpshooters (which plan Si 
had committed a fraud, I feel it, due to | Alexander Cochrane I knew had approved 
myself to make the following Deposition, | of). That he had left his lodgings, and prt 





2 





that the Public may know the truth relative 
to the only person seen by me. jin Miliary 
Uniform at my house ou that day, 

Cocuraxe, 
13, Green-street, March 11, 1814. 


No. 13, Green-street, Grosvenor-street, 
March li, 1814. 
"T,, Sir, Thomas, Cochrane, commonly 


| pared himself in the best way his means al- 
lowed. , He had brought the sword with hia, 
which had heen his father’s, and to that and 
Sir, Alexander he would trust for obtaining 
an honourable appointment. I felt very 
uneasy at the distress ' e was in, and know: 
ing him, to be a man of great talent. and 
science, L told him I would do every thing 
in my, power to. relieve. him ;,, put.as.to hs 
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ping immediately to the Tonnant with 
ny comfort to himself, it was quite 
mpossible. My cabin was without furni- 
re: I had not even a servant on board. 
e said he would willingly mess any where. 
told him that the ward-room was already 
srowded, and besides, I could not with 
ropriety take him, he being a foreigner, 
ithout leave from the Admiralty. He 
eemed greatly hurt at this, and recalled to 
my recollection Certificates which he had 


co ates STN as Carat es ROTHER oe Au .. 


Gituations; Lord Yarmouth, Geueral Jen- 
Gkinson, and Mr. Reeves, I think, were 
“nongst the number, I recommended him 
o use his endeavour to get them or any 
ther friends to exert their influence, for I 
“Thad none; adding, that when the Tonnant 
went to Portsmouth, I should be happy to 
Feceive him; and I knew from Sir Alexander 


"accomplished that object. Captain Beren- 


e 


with intention to go on board, and make him- 
yself useful in his military capacity ; he could 
not go to Lord Yarmouth, or to any other 
"ol! his friends in this dress (alluding to that 
"FWwhich he had on). or return to his lodgings, 
where it would excite suspicion (as he was 


Bench), but that if 1 refused to let him join 
Uicer present circumstances, however, he 


"must use a great liberty, and request the 
favour of me to lend him a hat to wear in- 


A - 
aly 


i 


» Idid not intend to take with me: he put 
up his uniform in a towel, and shortly af- 

lerwurds went away in great apparent un- 
> casiness of mind; and having asked my 
leave, he took the coach I came in, and 
Which I had forgotten to discharge in the 
haste I was in, I do further depose, 
that the above conversation is the sub- 
Stance of all that passed with Captain 
Berenger, which from the circumstances 
aitending it, was strongly impressed upon 
my mind: that no other person in uniform 
Was seen by me at my house, on Monday, 
the 21st of February, though possibly other 
oflicers may have called (as, many have doue 
Since my appeintment) ; of this, however, 





ormerly shewn me from persons in official | 


oe ‘ochrane, that he would be pleased if he | 


“ger said, that not anticipating any objection | 
ou my part from the conversation he had | from an impression that in the present fa- 


formerly had with me, he had come away 


the ship mow, he would do so at Portsmouth. | 
the Omnium on account, which I possessed 
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I cannot speak of my own knowledge, hay- 
ing been almost constantly from home, ar- 
ranging my private affairs. I have under- 
stood that many persons have called under 
the above circumstances, and have written 
potes in the parlour, and others have waited 
there iu expectation of seeing me, and then 
gone away; but I most positively swear, 
that I never saw any person at my house 
resembling the description, and in the dress 
stated in the printed advertisement of the 
Members of the Stock Exchange: I further 
aver, that I had no concern, directly or 
indirectly, in the late imposition, and that 
the above is all that { know relative to any 
person who came to my house in uniform 
on the 2ist day of February before alluded 
to. Captain Berenger wore a grey great 


coat, a green uniform, and a military cap. 





From the manner in which my cha- 
racter has been attempted to be defamed, it 
is indispensibly necessary to state that my 
connection in any way with the Funds arose 


vourable aspect of affairs, it was only neces- 
sary to hold Stock, in order to become a 
gainer, without prejudice to any body: that 


I did soopenly, considering it in no degree 


_stead of his military cap: I gave him one | 


2) Which was in a back room with some things | 
© that had not been packed up, and having 
© tried it on, his uniform appeared under his 
) great coat; I therefore offered him a.black 
>) coat that was laying on a chair, and which 





improper, far less dishonourable: that I 
had no secret information of any kind; and 
that had my expectation of the success of 


ut that time in the rules of the King’s affairs been disappointed, I should have 





been the only sufferer. Further [I do 
most solemnly swear, That the whole of 


on the twenty-first day of February, one 
thousand eight hundred and fourteen, 
amounted to one hundred and thirty-nine 
thousand pounds, which I bought by Mr. 


| Fearn (I think) on the twelfth ultimo, ata 


premium ‘of twenty-eight and a quarter: 
that I did not hold on that day any other 
sum on account, in any other Stock, directly 
or indirectly; and that I had given orders 
when it was bought, to dispose of it on a rise 
of one per cent. and it actually was sold on 
au average at twenty-nine and a half pre- 
mium, though on the day of the fraud it 
might have been disposed of at thirty-three 
and a half. I further swear, That the 
above is the only Stock which I sold of any 
kind on the twenty-first day of February, 
except two thousand pounds in money 
which I had occasion for; the profit of 
which was about ten pounds.-——Further 
I do solemnly depose, That I bad no con- 
nexion or dealing with any one, save the 
above-mentioned, and that I did not at any 
time, directly or indirectly, by myself, or 
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by any other, take or procure any office or | the Committee of the Stock-Exchange, {, E Ait is 
apartment for any Broker or other person | inserting falsehoods as infamous and yp. [™ fron 
for the transaction of Stock affairs. founded as ever appeared in publication, JR) wor 
; COocHRANE. R. G. Bury, Bae tee, 
® ~ , : 

Sworn at my House in Great Queen- | I@belson's Hotel, Vere-st. near Bonil-si. Pe nu: 
street, Lincoln’s Inn fields, tn the | March 12, 1814. Pe som 
county of Middlesex, the eleventh day ye and 
of March, 1814, before me, Such are the documents illustrative of Me @ and 
A. GRaHAM. this transaction; and, I think, it is hardly Be rea 
, necessary, even upon the showing of th MR @ ing 

‘ochra anstone s Letter. oe 
ones nanlanis Ane ai ey ‘ales sublic Comuniittee themselves, to pronounce, hae ze of | 
sins ee i Filed stele the parties accused have been falsely accused J) me 

a e . ‘a >t 1 } } b 2 

A os IE 7” ‘| an ait and shamefully aspersed by the public JB 9 as 

aflecting » character ‘joina- : 7 on os ) ie * 
See eed big Pied ok thie ad es prints. What are on ame upon de ec! 
okt. ange ei which the charge is founded? First, thy GB Th 
change Commiitee, I have thought it to be 5 t ie 7! 


" = ee 
Die ite ere 8 ee ee 
Me geet 


must have been quite certain that such a , 
Mr. Eptvor,—As I have delayed re- | charge would have been built?——The [Ry 


plying to the infamous and gross falsehoods | Hoaxer, himself, too, if he wished to avoid —_— 
circulated in the public papers, defamatory a 
to my character, relative to the late fraud [to accomplish his purpose, supposing Lord 
upon the Stock Exchange, until the Report | Cochrane to have been a party to the hoax, 
should make its appearance from the Com- } and supposing the detection of this party 
mittee appointed to investigate the circum- | to have led to his own. For, how does he 
Stances attending the inquiry, and having | goto work? He alights, in the open streel, 
to-day been favoured with a perusal of it, | from a post-chaise; gets into a hackney: 
! beg you to insert this letter in yeur paper | coach; drives directly to the house of a 
immediately, in which I positively deny | nobleman, well known. A very ingenious 
the accuracy of the statement therein made, | mode of proceeding “if he meant there ' 
and the evidence there declared can be |borrow a new dhiss and to take shelter 
denied upon oath by the parties themselves, | elsewhere; but will an man in the wor! 

who have been stated by the Committee to believe, that he would ave fone to thal 
have given the evidence so described. My | house if he‘had wished to kes Lord Coch 
solicitors »have received orders from me in- | rane from being suspected? He knew that 
stantly to Comuicace 4 prosecution against / it was as easy to trace him to that house # 


hah 1d | the Hoaxer (for Twill call him neither che KB of 
ue my duty to remain silent unul the Report, nor impostor) went to the house of Lor i 
a daily promised from that Committee, should Cc : — 6060ClUR 
ue y | ; cechrane. rant this to be true; does I av 
i be printed, and that J should be put in pos- earane, _ tarasit : + Coes it iim 
ait , f Having this day neg follow that my Lord Cochrane knew o! tle p be 
. 7 seSski ° aVID 1S dy see ; , ; 
a ee SP) ate vee ee es * |hoax? His Lordship has shown, that he dit 
if accident, for it, is only circulated among had very pond grounds fab Tstewiug to th ‘© 
ay their own body, although it was the bound- mare of My le rT ees i a © 
«Fe ; ’ : -¢ : MI. ve a SudSsequent ee 
a en duty of the Committee, if they had been wutilication, ‘the ssa! diadiiia® cane t ee fo 
7 ; s — ; ’ oc 5 re * id UI 
4 men of honour, to have sent me a copy of Wir: Seveneet golug’ ois 'in WA “chip cig ia 
Kit , te ‘ > retral 7aY) icly 2 5 S : ee i «i ipo 
0 cam Be, OE fetrain from publicly nated, not with himself, but with Sir Ale. fee“ 
| contradicting the infamous and unfounded sii Cuittatin iach “dates Mk hans i: 
3; : ru j aie ‘ Adm raity er) 
’ 2 ~ ) e* . b rf h , 
4 Statements contained in the said report, ayo had, te’ sense sdrt; Wivedd thelr coun. th 
7 which can be done upon oath by the very pees 5 ai otra But shiibeing tus fs 
j A, es: ; ’ “aan th: me. lit, Supposing thes Ee 
| teks ge mM asi Rnepenepnes ne have circumstances not to have existed at al, J) ™ 
' given them the information. I have in- aie th to % hided. der Lord C , “3 p 
: Hp Pie ; , th: wd Coc - } 
’ structed my Solicitors immediately to adopt ee rane ss bcoety if ee nes he] |i 
‘gL. : $ e i ras > ax, >| Dee i 
: those measures which my Counsel may esiaiie eth 5 i a ad var vs im  .- 
. ° - dl ] a) W “4 S nouse Bt 5 . 
} deem proper, in order that justice may be inet tie ts rere er nee Ag arti wy oe 
done to my character, and to punish those ahaa ES “setae ’ aap "i iar? dC ma 60U 
t who have dared to put their names to the rm er i aa + er r if r the = |, 
Pie most unfounded statements which malice ste: 2 he Id hi rtrd he see ie. 
a! 7 could invent, and which they must have : rons: py oe ee weit ens lie E Pe Y 
; ¥ , Oo . - ce fie Bice 
hh ty known to have been false at the moment | °° sie ar sy rt lo his own house - , 
a4. they were affixing their names tothe Report. {76 Y» ane ¢ 1ereby to give a clue for sure FF 
at A. Cocuganz Jounstons and inevitable detection? Would he not, * 
; i , ‘ i ‘ ‘ Pwr hs ; ; er i etl ae 3 
i 7 q No. 18, Great Cumberland-street, above all things a the world, have avoided 
oe March 12, 1814. doing this very thing, upon which the JR 
P ; : charge has been built, and upon whic! he 
5° Mr. Bull's Letter. ( 


detection, took the worst way in the world 
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it is to trace a mail-coach in its progress 


from one town to another: and, I greatly 
wonder, that it did not strike the Commit- 


P tce, that a man, so clever as the Hoaxer 
‘must have been, would naturally go to 


© some intermediate house between the coach 


© and the residence of his associates. 


and his place of refuge; betwen the coach 
The 
reader will observe, that we are here talk- 
ing, not of a hasty and unadvised act ; not 





of a thing done upon the spur of the mo- 


> ment. 


We are talking of the execution of 
a scheme, which must have been the sub- 


) ject of long deliberation amongst acute men. 
© They had had leisure to digest all the parts 


P avoiding of detection. 


of their plan, which was not difficult of 
execution, except in as far as related to the 
This must have 


D) been the thing to which all their skill was 


» directed. 


> in their minds, how could the Committee 





conclude, that a part of the plan would be 
for the Hoaxer to go, irmopen day, directly 


» toa house, where he ** appeared to be fan- 


* liar,’ and that the associate in the hoax 
lived at that house ? —— Upon the face of 


| the thing, this one single circumstance must 
- be conclusive, in the mind of any impartial 


min, that Lord Cochrane could have no 
participation in the hoax. But, the 
Hoaxer’s fur cap was found at Lord Coch- 
rane’s house; another pretty good proof 
that his Lordship was wholly ignorant of 
the hoax; for, otherwise, having furnished 
his associate, or, rather, his agent, as they 
would have it, with a disguise, would he 
not have taken care to destroy, or hide this 
remarkable cap ; this memorial of Cockney 
guilibility? Dennis, in his most witty and 
admirable critique on the stupid tragedy of 
Cato, makes one burst one’s sides with 
laughter at his remarks on the circumstance 
of the conspirators coming froin their own 
houses, in all parts of the town, to hold 
their conferences in Cato’s Hall. ** What! 
here again,” says he; ** can you, you fools, 
** find no other place than this to deliberate 
‘fon a plot against the governor?’ But 
Syphax and his associates were not half so 
foolish as Lord Cochrane, supposing him to 
have been a party to the hoax; for he, this 
deep-plotter, this grand schemer, has no 
scruple to bring his brother hoaxer to his 
own house, and, in the face of his servants, 
and even by their agency, to furnish him 
with a disguise, and then to take special 
care to preserve, and leave hanging up in 
his hall, the famous fur-cap, in which the 
Hoax had been performed ; leave hanging 
up in his hall, or, at least, in some unluck- 
ed part of his house, to which every one in 
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And, with the knowledge of this | 
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it had access, that very article of dress, 
which every consideration, connected with 
a desire to keep himself clear of imputa- 
tion, must necessarily have urged him to 
hide or destroy!——The Bow-street of- 
ficer is said, by the Committee, to have as- 
serted, that the man servant of Lord Coch- 
rane has been since sent away, and that he 
hears, that the said man servant has been 
sent into the country..—Now, supposing 
this to be ¢rue, and I merely suppose it for 
the sake-of the argument (not believing one 
word of the matter), the man must either 
have been tuned away, or, he must have 
been sent out of the way, for fear he should 
sive disagreeable evidence. If the former, 
it is too ridiculous to suppose, for one mo- 
ment, that his master thought him the de- 
pository of a dangerous secret; if the latter, 
is the country a place to hide a man in? 
Or, is he goue to the mines, or to some ca- 
vern in some wilderness in this woody and 
desert island, where he is fed by ravens, as 
the Prophet of old? Why not bring him 
forth, Mr. Sayers? Why not ferret him 
out ? But, did it ever occur to any man 
in his senses, and particularly to the deep 
contriver of a plot, to let a dangerous wit- 
ness out of his own hands? If my Lord 
Cochrane had disguised the Hoaxer for the 
purpose of avoiding detection, would he 
have called his servant to assist in the 
work? Would he have suffered a servant 
to see the work of disguising going on? 
Could he not have got the disguise and 
have fitted out the Hoaxer himself? What 
devil, what bungling imp could have 
prompted hii to call in a footman, without 
the smallest necessity for it, and to make 
him a party to a fact, which he had taken 
so much pains to hide from all the rest of 
the world ? But, suppose all this to have 
been the case. In spite of the incredibility, 
and almost the impossibility of it, sup- 
posing all this to have happened, why 
should this same footman be sent away ? 
If my Lord Cochrane thought him faithful, 
he, of course, could have no motive for 
getting him out of the way, seeing that no 
one had authority to question him upon 
oath touching the matter. If he thought 
him unfaithful, disposed or liable to betray 
his master, or apt to get drunk and to blab; 
if watchfulness over him was necessary, if 
bribes were wanted to be supplied, where 
could he have been so effectually watched, 
where could he have been kept so com- 
pletely out of the way of temptation, as 
under the roof of his master? Was it 
likely that that master, if he wished to 
keep locked up the lips of his footman, 
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371] 
would have suffered that footman to ramble 
forth into the world with his pockets stuffed 
with movey, to booze and blab in every 
pot- house and brothel at the West end of 
the town ? It is said. and the circum- 
stance is dwelt on, that Mrs. Durand, who 
lets the furnished house to Lord Cochrane, 
has been seen to wear the famous fur cap. 
So, here is Mrs. Durand, whom the 
‘6 conspirators,’ as the Times news-paper 
calls them, took care to provide before-hand 
as a Witness against themselves! These 
conspirators beat hollow Syphax and_ his 
associates. They could not get a fur-cap 
at any shop in London! They must needs 
have a fur-cap ; and nothing will suit them 
but the identical cap of Mrs. Durand, and 
acap, too, that she had been in the habit 
of wearing publicly, and of so remarkable 
a description into the bargain, that her 
neighbours knew it, at once, from all the 
other caps in the world !——Mrs. Durand 
was a party with the conspirators, or she 
was not. If she was nof, would they have 
borrowed or bought of her, living close in 
the neighbourhood, so remarkable a cap ? 
If she was ; if she was a party, and must 
have been anxious to avoid detection, would 
she have dressed the Hoaxer in her own 
notorious cap? If the Committee of the 
Stock Exchange could believe either of these 
propositions to be true, they must be per- 
sons so credulous and foolish as to merit no 
more attention than so many worms ; and, if 
they believed them to be false, whatare we to 
say of their stating them to the world as 
grounds of charge ?—As far, therefore, as re- 
Jates tomy LordCochrane,every circumslance, 
brought forward and promulgated by this 
Committee with a view to throw odium on 
him, has a clearly contrary effect; and, 
upon their own showing, it is made appear, 
not only to have been improbable, but al- 
most impossible, that his lordship should 
have been privy to the Hoax, supposing 
that gentleman to haye been the Hoaxer 
who went to his house, My Lord Coch- 
rane, in his affidavit, gives a very circum- 
Stantial, matural, and satisfactory account 
of the fur-cap and its wearer. But, though 
I would sooner believe his lordship’s bare 
word than the oaths of ajl his aspersers put 
together, I will not appeal to that aflida- 
vit, which, if I had been to advise, would 
never have been made, it being my opi- 
nion, that it was beneath the character of 
his lordship to enter the lists, to put even 
his word in competition, with any thing 
that his aspersers were able to say, or 
publish.— TI will not appeal to the afh- 
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of the Committee themselves. 
basis of that charge is the fact, which | 
for argument’s sake, admit to be true, tii, 
the Hoaxer went directly from the Dartford 
chaise to Lord Cochrane’s house; and, jj 
that fact, and the other facts, relating to 
the cap, the footman, and Mrs. Durand, 
be all true, the charge against his lordship 
must be false, unless you Can show, that, 
in this particular instance, human nature 
underwent a complete revolution.—Novw, 
then, as to Mr. Cochrane Johnstone, where 
are we to look for the probabilities of Aj; 
having been concerned in the Hoax? Yy 
will observe, reader, that the whole charge, 
as shown by the Committee, rests upoy 
the before-mentioned circumstances, aud, 
if those circumstances themselves demolis) 
the charge with regard to Lord Coclirane, 
how can they affect Mr. Cochrane John. 
stone? Had he been one of the * con. 
** sbiralors,’’ would he have broughit the 
Hoaxer to the house of his Nephew? Weuld 
he, who is so attached to that Nephew, 
who lives upon such terms of kindness with 
him, have made his house, above all the 
| houses in London, the entrepot of the Hoaxer? 
| Would he not, on the contrary, have tak«n 
great care, that the Hoaxer should change 
his dress in no house, to which the uae 
of Cochrane could be traced? Must hie not 
have known, must he not have been well 
aware, that a natural association of idcas 
would, at once, have connected him with 
a hoaxer, taking refuge in the house of lis 
nephew ; and must not any man, wd 








'especially such a man as Mr, Coclisaue 
‘Johnstone, have perceived all the coe: 


quences of so suspicious a circumstance’ 
Was Mr. Cochrane Johnstone a likely mua 
to borrow, or buy, the notorious fur-cap 
of Mrs. Durand? Was he a man to do 
this? I should as soon suspect him to he 





capable of borrowing, for the purpose, (ue 
wig of Lord Chatham out of Westminster 
Abbey, with the consent, in writing, o 
the Dean and Chapter Well, thea, 
what have we now remaining to prop \) 
to give a colour to, this stupid charge? 
Why, the fact, that my Lord Cochrane, 
his uncle and Mr. Butt, a gentleman, why 
it seems, was connected with them 1 
stock- business, took advantage of the rist, 
occasioned by the hoax, and sold out stock 
to a great amount, by which they gained 
30,0001. Iam sorry to see, from the al- 
fidavit of Lord Cochrane, that, as far ®% 
relates to him, this fact is false, and mos 
sincerely hope it to be true as far as it F¢ 
lates to Mr. Cochrane Johnstone. But; | 








davit. I take the charge upon, the showing 





will, as I said before, rest nothing up 
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the affidavit, which, I repeat it, was an 
‘Jl-advised act; and will, for argument’s 
sake, take the fact for granted, in its very 
fullest extent. And, then, let me ask, 
whether, if they ad been the authors of 
the hoax, they would have sold out all this 
stock in their own names? ‘They might, 
in five minutes, have transferred it to their 
black-servant or chamber-maid, orto John 
of Noaks and Tom of Styles, and have sold 
it out in their names instead of their own. 
If they had been the authors of the hoax, 
they must necessarily; 1 danotsay, probably, 
but necessarily, have been apprehensive, that 
the selling out of all their stock, and such an 
immense sum, would create suspicion and 
lead to a discovery, which, in the settling, 
would defeat their purpose; and, therefore, 
it is beyond the scope of credibility, that, 
if they had been the authors of the Hoax, 
they would have sold out in their own names, 
it being perfectly optional with them, whe- 
ther they should do so or not.——-But, 





have sold out at a cerlain gain, while not 
to sell exposed him to the chance ef a loss? 
Reader, when you consider these cir- 
cumstances, what need have you of /fur- 
caps and Mis. Durands to account for 
this selling out? There were scores of 
persons to sell out as well as Mr. Cochrane 
Johnstone. Were they all concerned in 
the Hoax? Was nobody to doubt of the 
truth of such a humbug story, because 
some persons believed it? Because the 
rabble at the "Change and in the streets be- 
lieved that Napoleon had been torn piece- 
meal by the Cossacks, and, in spite of the 
dictates of reason, common sense, and 
known facts, believed that the people of 
Paris had hoisted the White Cockade, was 





Mr. Cochrane Johnstone to believe the 
| same; and is he to be abused and most 


his disbelief? 


foully calumniated because he acted upon 
Really this is a mode of 


Judging of the actions of men hitherto un- 


they did sell out, und how came they to do | 


so at that particular and lucky moment? 
There is a much better reason for this 
than any that the Committee of the Stock 
Exchange have been able to discover. The 
reason was, that the possessed information 
generally, and sagacity superior to the 
muss of Stock-dealers, or, gamblers in the 
funds. Mr. Cochrane Johnstone, coming 
from the West end of the town, in the 
daily habit of conversing with military 
meu, with well-informed persons out of 
the army, knowing the actual situation of 
the hostile armies, being able to form a 
probable conjecture as to the truth or false- 
hood of the report in circulation, was more 
likely than almost any person in London, 
or, at least, any person that I can think of, 
to form a correct estimate of the worth of 
the intelligence received. And, this is 
quite sufficient to account fer his being, as 
{ most anxiously hope he was, a fortunate 
gamester ou the day of the Hoax. He was 
not a person to be so hoaxed; and that is 
the sum otal of the grounds of charge 
against him. It is very natural for /osers 
to be out of temper, and to find out an ex- 
cuse for their losing and a pretence for not 
paying what they have lost; this may be the 
case in the present instance; but this is 
no ground for accusation against the win- 
ners, Without, however, supposing 
Mr, Cochrane, Johnstone to be possessed of 
Wore than ordinary .sagacity, what was 
there ungatural in his selling out? There 








Was a certain gain presented itself, and 
Was not that, of itself, inducement enough 
to scll out? . Who, but a foe) would net! 








known, I believe, in the annals of injus- 
tice; and, for my part, I am only sorry, 
that the accused parties should have thought 
it necessary to give to their accusers any 
other answer than that which might have 
been gathered from their silent contempt. 
I must stop here, for the present. In 
my next I will take up the questions, 1. 
whether it was peculiarly improper in my 
Lord Cochrane and his uncle to be con- 
cerned in dealings in the funds; 2. Whe- 
ther my Lord Cochrane acted improperly 
as to Mr. Berenger; and 3. Whether Mr, 
Berenger, supposing him to have been the 
Hoaxer (and I shall admit the fact only for 
argument’s sake) was guilty of any thing 
either unlawful or immoral, supposing 
gaming in general wof to be immoral. With 
this latter admission, which the Stock 
gamblers, at any rate must make, I have 
no doubt of being able to shew, that all 
these three questions ought to be decided 
in the negalive. Men are too apt, espe- 
cially, when their pockets are touched, to 
rush on to conclusions without any exami- 
nation into premises; but, to call names, 
to deal in insinuations and charges with- 
out being prepared with either facts or 
arguments, is to act the part of a Billings- 
gate Trull. 








Dutcu AFFairs. The failure of the 
recent attack upon the enemies’ formidable 
position at Bergen-op-Zoom, is fraught 
with important and useful instruction to 
the people of this country, if they would 
only open their minds to receive it. In the 
Register of the 5th inst. I stated, that che 
troops which were sent to Holland under 
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the ‘ gallant Graham,” could never be ex- 
pected to effect any thing ¢here which would 
be of service to the common cause ; and this 
opinion I was Jed to form in consequence of 
observing, that the military operations 
which we were carrying on in that quarter, 
were not supported by the Dutch, nor 
countenanced by any of the allied powers. 
It would be base to exult over the dreadful 
disaster which has overwhelmed so many 
families with despair. It would be cow- 
ardly to censure the mode of conducting 
operations which terminated so fatally, 
merely because the result bas not been at- 
tended with those benefical consequences 
which were expected by those who pro- 
jected the expedition, But while the rela- 
tives of our brave countrymen who fell in 
the ‘* fatal strife,’’ who expired on that 
‘¢ bed of honour’? which, now-a-days, is 
go much coveted; while these relatives are 
deploring the Joss of their fathers, their 
sons, their nephews ; while they are feeling 
the bitter pangs which a separation, for 
ever, from their dearest friends occasions, 
it appears to me proper that they should 
not only feel their situation, but that they 
should also /hink ; should also reflect, should 
also carry in their minds the why and the 
wherefore that led’ to the dreadful catas- 
trophe which they so deeply deplore. It is 
not my intention here to go back to the 
-commencement of the war, or to enter upon 
an examination of the causes to which it has 
been ascribed, and which have been as va- 
rious as the changes of the cameleon’s skin. 
It is sufficient for my present purpose to re- 
mind the reader of a fact to which I very 
lately directed his attention, namely, that 
the endeavours of this country and the 
great sacrices we were making of blood 
and treasure te bring about the restora- 
tion of the Orange family in Holland, 
would not be productive of any good, 
because the people of that country 
seemed no way desirous to aid and assist 
us in our views. The representations of 
the state of the public mind there, with 
which we were a few months ago amused, 
have turned out completely fallacious. We 
no moré hear of the ‘ groaning of the 
Dutch under the weight of Bonapartean 
tyranny.”’ The accounts which now reach 
us are of a very different complexion. By 
these we learn that the people of Holland 
‘appear to manilest a partiality rather 
than a hatred for the French.” Yet 
‘it was to assist these levers of the French ; 
these friends of Napoleon ; these admirers 
of his code of laws, that we sent British 
troops to Holland, lavished upon the-Dutch 
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immense sums of money, and, when the 
business was every day assuming a more 
unfavourable aspect, led to the slaughter of 
thousands of our brave countrymen. It is 
idle to talk now of the Dutch people having 
deceived us. It is folly to pretend that we 
have been abandoned by the Allies ; for it 
is a well known fact, that the people of 
Holland never called for our interference, 
and that the Allies, if they were consulted 
at all in our designs as to the House of 
Orange, never gave these designs any coun- 
tenance. These important and decisive 
facts are demonstrated by this circumstance 
alone that, in the assault made upon Ber- 
gen-Op-Zoom, there were no other troops 
employed but the native troops of | this 
country. Not even a Dutchman, in whose 
cause we fought so bravely, appeared to 
give us any support. That the Dutch and 
the Allies would act in this way, appeared 
to me very prubable when the first accounts 
of -a counter-revolution in Holland render. 
ed the people here almost frantic; when the 
cry of Orange Boven resounded from the 
palace to the cottage ; and when the whole 
‘country was intoxicated with Dutch li- 
derty. If this was my conjecture, with 
the limited means of information which I 
then possessed, how much more ought those 
who had the chief management of the 
business, to have known better? And, 
having that knowledge; being fully ap- 
prised that the Hollanders manifested 
a partiality in favor of the French’ Em- 
peror, and would not take up arms for 
the Prince of Orange, how came these men 
to involve us in a contest which has ended 
so fatally ? These are questions which those 
who feel the baneful effects of these mea- 
sures ought to ask themselves; ought not 
only to ask themselves, but ought also to 
ask those who were the first to tell the 
people of England, that this counter-revo- 
lution was ** the result of the spontaneous 
and unanimous wish of the people of Hol- 
land of all parties ;” who were the foremost 
in crying up Dutch independence, and in 
| giving currency to opinions which, to ov! 
sad experience, we have found to be entirely 
groundless, The Courier writer by wy 
of consoling its readers for the disgraceful 
‘termination of our interference in Dutch 
“affairs, ‘* thanks God it has to discharge 
but rarely, the task of- communicating the 
failure of a British expedition.” Whea 
this servile journalist congratulated himself 
in this way upon what he calls'a rare 0 
currence, he seems to have forgot the very 
recent attempt against Antwerp, in ch 





we completely failed after the loss of many 
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valuable lives, and he appears to have lost 
sight of the ever. memorable Walcheren 
Expedition, which proved the grave of thou- 
sands of our best troops. To these might 
be added the Buenos Ayres, the Corunna, 
the Helder, and. the Dunkirk disasters ; 
the Ouiberon and the Toulon Expeditions, 
besides a number of others equally fatal, a 
recurrence to Which is sufficient to show 
that our failures, instead of being rare, 
have of late years been more numerous, 
and more disgraceful, than at any former 
period. But though they had been fewer 
in number and less disastrous, this circum- 
stance could, in no view, alter the nature 
of our connexion with Holland, or af- 
ford a ground of justification to those 
who have so basely and so wantonly 
deceived us as to the state of the 
public mind in that country, and which has 
led to the terrible calamity that is so much 
and so generally lamented. Whether the 
Prince of Orange, when he set out for Hol- 
land, joined in the project to deceive others, 
or was himself deceived, it now seems 
that his Highness, who has been several 
months in that country, and must unques- 
tionably have strained every nerve to excite 
an interest in his favour, appears at last to 
have formed a correct idea of public feeling, 
aud to be convinced that he has nochance of 
succeeding in the competition he has set up 
with Napoleon; unless he concedes to the 
people as much at least as his rival has 
done; unless he gives them a constitution 
under which they will enjoy advantages 
equal to those enjoyed in France; and 
which will guarantee all their civil and 
religious rights as effectually as they were 
guaranteed under the Code Napoleon. 
Impressed with this conviction, he has 
caused a new constitution to be prepared, 
which, he says, is calculated to ** secure 
the freedom of his subjects against all pos- 
sible abuses :’” which, he tells them, is 
‘ built upon their manners, their habits, 
and corresponding to the wants of the pre- 
sent time.”’—At first sight, the conduct of 
William of Orange, appears entitled to 
approbation, It was certainly a great ef- 
ort in a prince, educated in the corrupt 
school where he acquired his notions of 


liberty and maxims of government, to bring 


his mind to acknowledge, that the people 
have rights which ought to be secured 
against all possible abuses, and that their 
manners, their habits, and their wants, 
are objects deserving the consideration of 
ce This, I confess, . was , a 

‘ng a principle which I little expected, 
would, at this time of day, se Ne re- 


MARCH 19, 1814.—Dutch Affairs. 





[378 


cognised by the head of one of the old regu- 
lar governments of Europe. It so much 
resembles my ideas of liberty that, if it 
were not for some other points connected 
with this Prince’s sentiments, at least with 
what he has been advised to utter along with 
this declaration, I should be half inclined 
to consider him a real friend of freedom, 
such as I understand it to be, and which 
has procured for me, and many others who 
think as I do, the honourable title of jaco- 
bin. But though the Courier and the Times 
have been as severe in their abuse of the 
Prince of Orange for the sentiments he 
has uttered, as they could have been were 
he the most incorrigible of jacobins, I am 
free to admit, that it would be unjust and 
slanderous, nay libellous, to bestow that 
appellation upon this Prince. I say, Wil- 
liam is not a jacobin, and, I think, his 


own words will bear me out in this asser- 


tion. He says, at the commencement of 
his Declaration, that he was invi/ed to the 
Sovereignty by the people of Holland. [ 
have heard of a meeting at Amsterdam of a 
few merchants, about a dozen or so, who 
were closely connected with this country, 
with whom the measure, of sending a de- 
putation here to invite the Prince, altoge- 
ther originated. Even this step they would 
not have dared to take, had not the state of 
the French Euperor’s affairs at that time, 
obliged him to withdraw his troops from 
several of the towns in Holland. The in- 
difference which the people have since 
shown to the Orange cause, renders it in- 
disputable that they never were consulted 
in the business, and consequently that his 
Highness was nol invited by them to assume 
the sovereignty. His Highness seems 
to have been rather unfortunate in that 
part of his appeal, where he speaks of 
the lerrible experience which the Dutch 
have had of a foreign tyranny, and of their 
having sighed, of late years, under the most 
oppressive yoke ; for, if this yoke had been 
so terrible, this tyranny so oppressive, how 
came it, when their tyrant and oppressor 
was overthrown at Leipsic, and forced to 
return to France with a mere handful of 
soldiers ; how did it happen when he found 
it necessary to withdraw the greater part 
of his troops from Holland, and when the 
advance of innumerable and victorious le- 
gions guaranteed the integrity of the Nether- 
lands? How was it, I ask, that the Dutch 
people, with such an opportunity of libera- 
ting themselves from the chains of Napo- 
jeon, did not avail themselves-of it? How 


came they not to join in the general chase, » 
which was intended to hunt down this ep- 
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pressor of the human race$ this’ monster 
who had made his Dutch subjects, in par- 
ticular, experience more terrible inflictions 
than had been ** imposed sincethe Spanish 
times ?”” And how happens it, whémnearly 
the whole combined powers of Europe at 
this moment have carried the scourge of 
war into the very heart of France; that we 
do not find among these numerous armies, 
any troops belonging to Holland; any of 
those men in arms against Bonaparte, who, 
if we believe his Orange Highness, made 
them suffer such terrible evils when he was 
in the plenitude of his despotic power, and 
could exercise his tyranny with impunity ? 
Either what the Prince of Orange tells 
us is true, or if is not true. If true, 
the Dutch must be the most stupid and 
insensible people om earth, and totally 
unworthy of the notice of his High- 
ness. It! is, indeed, surprising that 
he continues to risk his personal safety 
amengst a set of men who are so indifferent 
about their own affairs, and so passive as 
to the lerrible sufferings they have endured, 
as to let slip an opportunity, so favourable 
as that which now offers, of being revenged 
on their oppressor. But if these representa- 
tions as to the situation of the Dutch under 
Bonaparte, are highly coloured and exagger- 
ated; if, in short, they are mot true; and 
the Hollanders, as there is good reason to 
believe, ‘* manifest a partiality rather than 
a hatred for'the French,” it certainly did 
not display a very profound policy on the 
part of the advisers of the Prince of Orange, 
to designate the sway of Napoleon ‘ a fo- 
reign (yranny which acknowledged no right, 
when it wanted means {for its own mainte- 
nance by vielence.”—This sort of language 
is extremely well calculated to excite dis- 
gust, and bring those into contempt who 
use it; and however fair the promises that 
accompany it; however anxious the indivi- 
dual. to make it be believed, that he is a 
beller man than his rival; and will be 
more careful of the liberties of his peo- 
ple, it is clear that the purpose generally 
intended by the use of scurrility and 
abusive language,. will always’ have a 
contrary effect to. that intended: by: those 
who employ it. Notwithstanding all the 
abuse. which is' unceasingly poured by. 
his enemies-upor the name of Bonaparte, 
the Dutch people:cannot be such fools as 
net to perceive that these injuries are not 
reasons, and that they: are never resented 
by, the Ei of .Rrance, nor even reta- 
liated'by any. of the French writers. Con- 
sequently, in-drawing the contrast between 
the government of Napoleon and that now 





proposed ‘by William, the latter, who em- 
ploys: invective’ instead’ of calm®°argument, 
must be an infinite’ loser bythe comparison, 
There are’ many other points tn the Prince 
of Orange’s declaration, which, in my opi- 
nion, must’ determine the question’ against 
him; but these I cannot enter upon at pre- 
sente———The reader who considers what 
has already been remarked with an unpre- 
judiced mind, will, I think, be at ‘no'loss 
to conclude, that our interferetice at first in 
the affairs of the‘Dutch, was no way war- 
ranted by’any favourable symptoms appear. 
ing among that people; that’ it was the 
height of folly in'us to attempt; with'a mere 
handful of troops, to drive the enemy out 
of Holland ;:and that, considering the un- 
willingness of the people themselves to take 
up arms even in defence of‘ the’ Prince of 
Orange, and their known partiality for the 
Emperor of France, it is idle to expect that 
any assistance we can give, ot any’sacrifices 
we can ‘make; will render. Holland ‘an in- 
dependent country. 


Tue‘Emperor NAPoLeon AND nis Army. 
—*‘* Honest John Bull,’’ has ‘of ' late been 
rather somewhat restless, and’ dissatisfied 
with his situation; so much’ so ‘indeed that 
his keepers have found it necéssary to ap- 
ply some of their artificiat stimulants, in 
order to exhilarate him, and restore him to 
his wonted meek, quiet, and passive, tem- 
per. It has been said of the’ people of 
England, that they are’the greatest deceiv- 
ers, and the easiest deceived of any‘nation 
in the world. It may be’ added, with 
equal truth, that they‘are the'most discon- 
tented under affliction, and the’ most’ ele- 
vated under prosperity, of ‘all other people. 
They hailed the counter-revolution in Hol- 
land as the bright era which was to restore 
to afflicted Britain her long lost happiness, 
and put an end to all the miseries she had 
suffered during the long-continuance of this 
destructive war: Commerce, the’ soul of 
Britain’s glory, of Britain’s former pros- 
perity, was to revive, and give an outlet 
to our manufactures, and to that vast accu- 
mulation of Colonial produce, with which 
our docks and our warehouses were’ almost 
entirely filled. A‘ market was'no doubt 
found for our cottons, our coffees, and our 
sugars. This had the’ effect of raising 
the’ price of these articles about 25 pet 
cent. But then it’ obliged the man of’ 
limited income to deny ‘his family many of 
the comforts to which they were accustom- 
ed, in order to enable him to meet the ex- 
orbitant increase upon his dress, and upon 








ar§cles which habit’had long rendered ne- 
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381] | 
cessaries of life. Had’a suitable return 
been made for this; had the’ numerous 
vessels which have arrived from the ports 


of Holland, poured into this country ‘a por- 
tion of the products of the Continent, ata 


fair price, in return for’ the extensive ex- | 


ports of sugar, of coffee and of cotton, which 


| we have made, no one, I believe, would 


have felt disappointed ; no one, Iam per- 
suaded, would have complained of a change 
of circumstances, so well calculated, in one 
view, to promote the general interest. 
But instead of the expected advantages 
proving reciprocal; instead of’ the high 
price of sugar; coffee, and cotton, pro- 


| curing us cheap butter, cheap cheese, 
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cheap candles, cheap soap, cheap iron, or | 
cheap flax, every one of these articles have | 
reached a price’ far beyond what they were | 
prior to the opening of the ports of Holland | 
and the Baltic. - The effect produced on the | 
public mind by this unlooked for change, was 
to create chagrin and disappointment among 
all classes, particularly among the middle 
ranks, with whom there’ is a greater de- 
mand for the above articles than any other 
class; and the late disasters in Holland, 
combined with'the other unfavourable cir- 
cumstances which have transpired respect- 
ing that country, no way tended to remove 
the general dissatisfaction. Perhaps, too, 
the prolongation of the march to Paris, and 


the ** unimitated and inimitable Cossacks,’ | 
who, according’ to the Times and the Cow- | 
rier, were’ prepared to ** destroy this den | 
ol the Corsican,” had ‘a sh-*e in. exciting | 
the disgust and chagrin which so much | 
prevailed on account of ‘the overthrow of 
our commercial hopes. But be this as it 
may, John Bull was not altogether himself 
of late, It was. found necessary therefore 
to soothe him ; to pat him on the*head; to 
anuse him with some splendid, some glo- 
rious victory, that he might not, by brood- 
ig too much over his misfortunes, be led 
to make his guides repent the many scurvy 
tricks they have served him. Accordingly, 
it was thought advisable, in pursuance of 
this plan, to announce’ to the good people 
of London, another total defeat ‘of Bona- 
Parte and another approach of the grand 
Allied army to Paris. Knowing,the cha- 
jacteristic credulity of Englishmen ; recol- 
*cting the observation, with which’ I set 
= that they are more- depressed under 
‘uiction, and ‘more elevated under pros- 
iL than. lag php it- will not 

Surprising if this intelligence}: ap- 
parently authenticated: by, an official - a 
“in and by the firing» of the Park’ and: 
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Tower guns, should have’ produced" the 
wished ‘for effect ; and, however improbable 
the event, that it should be received with 
the’ most unbounded rapture. If the public 
were displeased before; if they then felr 
chagrin, disgust, and disappointment, they 
have new reached the’ other extreme, and 
seem as happy at the ** glorious news,” as 
if’ sugar; coffee, and cottons had’ never 
risen; as if the opening of the ports of Hol- 
land had not inhanced the price of butter, 
cheese, and tallow; and as if Paris ‘was 
actually in flames, Bonaparte on a gibbet, 
arid the'dear, the loving Cossacks revelling, 
in all the gaiety of their hearts, upon the 
rich viands which were formerly in use to 
regale the’ Parisians. But’ leaving these 


dupes of a cunning and intérested policy, 


toenjoy for a little their fancied triumph, 
let us turn our attention to the military 
operations of Napoleon. In these we’ are 


‘sure to find something more substantial 
‘than the ephemeral successes of his oppo- 


nents: it is to the warlike exploits alone of 
this extraordinary character that we ought 
to look, at this critical moment, fora solu- 


tion of the many importaut questions which 


agitate the public mind to a greater degree 
than at any former period. In the last 


Register, I left Bonaparte on his way from 


Troyes, to attack Marshal Blucher, who 
had penetrated to within 25 miles of Paris, 


Since then official accounts have been ‘re- 


ceived from France, which bring Bona- 
parte’s operations down fo the 9th instant, 
and by which it appears that Blucher, on 
hearing of the approach of Napoleon, aban- 
doned his advanced position, and retreated 
to the neighbourhood of Laon, a distance 
of 80 miles from the capital. Here, ata 
small village called Craone, he was at- 
tacked by Bonaparte, and, after ge 
a signal’-defeat, he again retreated, an 
*¢ was pursued four leagues.’’ ** On the 
next day, the 8th, (says the bulletin) we’ 
pursued the enemy to the defile of Urcel. 
The’ result of ‘thesé operations is a loss to 
the enemy of from 10 to 12,000 men, and 
30 pieces of cannon.”’ But these accounts 
do’ not rest’ entirely upon the credit due to 
the Monileur. They have, in substance, 
been confirmed by out own bulletins, in 
which it is stated’ ** that Blucher had re- 
tired on Laon’; had- been ‘pursued with great™ 
activity by the French army commanded by’ 
Bonaparte in person, and had an affair of 
importance'with’ him’ on'the 7th.’ ———ff t" 
80 miles we add’ four’ leagues, the distarice * 
which’ Blucher was pursued after the battle, 
we'shall find that he was compelled to re- 
tire at least 92° miles from Parison-the- 
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evening of the 8th instant. But I shall be 
told, and our Extraordinary Gazette will 
be referred to as proof of the fact, that even 
admitting all the previous advantages of 
Bonaparte to be true, they are now of no 
consequence, because he was TOTALLY ROUT- 
ep on the day following by Blucher, and 
compelled to FLy with only 15,000 troops. I 
do not mean to say that this is an impossible 
occurrence. Iam not so stupid as to pre- 
tend that Napoleon is invincible. But I do 
not think in the present case, that there is 
sufficient groundsfor believing thattheFrench 
Emperor has been fotally defeated. I have 
even my doubts as to the correctness of the 
information which has reached this country 
as to any engagement having been fought 
on the 9th. With regard to Bonaparte 
himself being in the supposed action, it is 
said in a postscript to the dispatch that *¢ it 
is nol known positively if Napoleon com- 
manded in person. Most of the prisoners 
assert they saw him ; but deserters say that 
he set off on the night of the Sth, with 
15,000 men in the direction of Paris, the 
grand Allied army under the orders of 
Prince Schwartzenburg having taken Fon- 
tainbleau.”” Ifa battle had been fought on 
the 9th, in which Bonaparte commanded 
in person, it is very clear the fact might 
have been easily ascertained by Blucher, 
who would have announced it in positive 
language, instead of leaving us to guess 
at the truth between the opposite state- 
ments of the prisoners said to be.taken, 
and the deserters. As to the accu- 
racy of the intelligence, it comes through 
so indirect a course, that I find myselfcom- 
pelled to suspend giving my unqualified 
assent to it, till further accounts are re- 
ceived, The communication to Govern- 
ment, it will be observed, has not been 
made by Colonel Lowe, our accredited 
agent with Marshal Blucher, and from 
whom only we have been in use to receive 
intelligence of the operations of the Sile- 
sian army; but from a Captain Hamilton 
Smith, Sroge | at Brussels, who saw no- 
thing of the affair, and who merely trans- 
mits ** an extract of a letter,’’ toa Count 
Lottum, from the Duke of Saxe Wei- 
mar, containing another ‘‘ extract of a 
letter,” without a date, from Marshal Blu- 
cher ; the whole having been forwarded to 
the War-Office by Admiral Young, The 
number of persons through whose hands 
the accounts are said to have come, will 
naturally bring to the reader’s.recollec- 
tion _the pleasant litile story he has often 
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read at school, which begins with “ This 
is the house that Jack built.” We 
know that the surrender of Dresdeu was, a 
few months ago, announced in our Gazette, 
and the Park and Tower guns fired to cele- 
brate the event; yet this afterwards turned 
out a false report. I do not, however, say, 
that Captain Smith’s letter contains a false 
statement; nor do I say that the defeat of 
Bonaparte is impossible. But, taking the 
above circumstances into view, and con- 
necting these with the fact, that Blucher 
was actually defeated on the 7th, at or near 
Laon, and was in full retreat on the even- 
ing of the 8th; it does appear to me rather 
improbable, that he should have returned 
on the same day (as Captain Smith has it) 
lo his former position, concentrate his 
forces, and be able not only to defend 
himself, but to obtain a splendid.and deci- 
sive victory over the French. Supposing, 
however, he did return, and supposing a 
battle was fought, it is evident this must 
have been of a partial nature only.—— 
Whether, therefore, Blucher engaged the 
French on the 9th or not, I have no hesita- 
tion in saying, that the result of this battle, 
even admitting the loss to be as, great as 
stated, will, in my opinion, have Jittle or no 
effect on the grand scale of. operations upon 


which Napoleon now appears to be acting. 

OccuRRENCES OF THE War.——An attack 
was made on the 8'h instant, by a division of the 
British army in Holland, consisting of about 
3,500 men, upon the almost i 
ot Bergen-op-Zoom, which our troops, after 
scaling the walls and entering the town, were 
compelled to relinquish, with the loss of 300 
killed, and 1,800**Sunded or prisoners. Among 
the officers killed}were General Gore who com- 
manded the division, 2 Lieutenant-Colonels, and 
8 others of inferior rank. Seventy-three officers 
were wounded, and 10 missing. 

The main army of the Allies reoccupied Troyes 
on the 3d, the enemy having previously evacu- 
ated the place in terms of a convention. Itis 
not pretended, that the French threatened to set 
fire to Troyes if they were not allowed to escape. 
It is said, in a minor French paper, that Marshal 
Augereau had obtained possession of Geneva, 
and was advancing, at the head of a numerous 
army, in the rear of Prince Schwartzenberg. 

By dispatches received from Lord Wellington 
of the 26th ult. it appears that some dispositions 
‘had been made with tlie view of crossing th¢ 


}: Adour, in consequence of the French having beet 


driven from several of their. positions. “ The 
enemy (says his Lordship) retired in the night 
across the Gave d’Oleron, and took up a strong 
position in the neighbourhood of Sanveterre, @ 
which they. were joined by other troops.” 

*,* Capt. Campbell will, in the next Register, 
just beg the attention of the Jeers to a few 





words, ‘in answer to one part of. Mr. Muant's last 
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